
MINUTES 
New Holland Borough Council 

April 7, 2015 
 

New Holland Borough Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 7, 2015 at 
7 p.m. in Borough Hall.  All members were present:  President Donald J. 
Herrington, Vice-President Bill Clisham, Todd C. Burkhart, Patrick K. Morgan, C. 
Stephen Good, Terry S. Mohler and James S. Bailey.  Also present were 
Manager/Secretary J. Richard Fulcher, Solicitor Bradford J. Harris and Police 
Chief Donald L. Bowers, Jr.  Others in attendance included auditor Pat Carr of 
Weinhold, Nickel and Co., Borough water consultant Jeff Bologa of Becker 
Engineering, Adam Bills, staff member of state Senator Ryan Aument and 
residents Bill Kassinger and Diana Morgan, and reporter Dave Lefever. 
 
President Herrington opened the meeting asking for action on the Minutes of the 
previous meeting. 
 
Patrick Morgan made the motion that the Minutes of Council’s meeting of March 
3, 2015 be approved as distributed.  This was seconded by Jim Bailey and passed. 
 
Adam Bills, staff member of state Senator Ryan Aument introduced himself to 
Council, noting their Lititz office and contact information. 
 
Bill Clisham made the motion that the monthly Financial Report be accepted and 
the bills paid as prepared.  This was seconded by Todd Burkhart and passed. 
 
Auditor Pat Carr then reviewed the 2014 Audit of Borough finances as prepared by 
Weinhold, Nickel & Co.  Mr. Carr noted that the audit format utilizes the same 
form as required by the state Department of Community and Economic 
Development.  The copy required annually by the state was properly filed by his 
Company on behalf of the Borough.  Borough Financial Assistant Robin Parker 
has a good system and also continues to do a good job.  He is able to use her 
financial information after review to complete the form.  He reminded the 
members that most municipalities utilize the modified cash basis, which means that 
items are accounted for when they occur, not accrue; other than the investments 
related to the Police Pension Plan.  They review the other audits of various funds 
such as pension and highway aide to see if there are any carryover concerns related 
to the regular audit.  As in the past, they also check financial processes and risk of 
fraud.  He noted that the return on the police pension fund was still good in 2014 
but not as high as 2013.  Council members are aware of the challenges annually 
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related to health care costs but the Borough’s partially self-funded system helps 
address this to a good extent in the overall long term savings.  In response to a 
question, he noted that the $43,301 amount is related to the pension plan’s service 
cost over the year.  This is taken directly from pension funds.  This is a relatively 
low cost.  The audit is a good, clean audit, referred to as “Unmodified”.  There 
were no financial issues. 
 
Finance Committee Chairman Clisham then made the motion that the 2014 Audit 
Report for the Borough as prepared by Weinhold, Nickel and Co. be accepted.  
This was seconded by Stephen Good and passed. 
 
Chairman Clisham next made the motion that proposed Resolution #477, which 
recognizes that the police officers paid two percent of their salary towards the 
police pension plan costs, for the years 2011 through 2015, be approved.  This was 
seconded by Todd Burkhart and passed. 
 
Chairman Clisham made the motion that proposed Resolution #478, which 
incorporates some minor updates to the Investment Policy Statement for the Police 
Pension Plan, as recommended by the pension administrator, The Principal Group, 
be approved.  This was seconded by Patrick Morgan and passed. 
 
Police Chief Bowers noted that before he begins review of his monthly summary 
Report, he will report on the monies received through the Police Department the 
past month on behalf of the Mayor.  These were:  $2,203.19 from the District 
Justice’s office; $225 for copies of accident reports; $80 for fingerprinting; and 
$40 in parking fines.  He then reviewed the highlights of his monthly Report.  In so 
doing he noted that vehicle accidents were down last month in the Borough; with 
37 traffic citations issued.  Some of the highlights under the officer activities 
included the numerous monthly training video seminars.  New officer Specht 
participated in an extra number of these as well as attending some in person.  Lt. 
Heisse received a Thank you letter from the Ephrata Police Department for his 
assistance to them with a homicide investigation.  He also attended an ARD 
meeting as a panel member.  The staff at National Penn Bank in the Borough sent 
an “Atta Boy” for officers Metzler and Young for their checkups at the bank.  The 
investigation continues related to the robbery of the Ephrata National Bank in Earl 
Township. 
 
Personnel Chairman Jim Bailey stated he had no items for presentation but did 
have something occur related to the Borough’s property Groff Memorial Park.  A 
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three year old girl fell into one of the small ponds.  The ponds are about a foot 
deep. 
 
Manager Fulcher noted that unless something has changed, there is no negligence 
related to the situation with the open ponds because they are so shallow.  Hopefully 
the child was not left unattended.  He will review this situation. 
 
Solicitor Harris stated there should not be any liability but that does not prevent 
someone for suing over something. 
 
Water Committee Chairman Morgan stated he has no action items but wants to 
commend the Water Department for its vigilance in searching for and good job 
repairing the many leaks beginning to show, mostly as a result of the unusual 
freeze/thaw/freeze periods we had this winter.  Some leaks were also identified on 
private service lines. 
 
Wastewater Chairman Mohler stated he had no action times but did want to 
recognize Department Supervisor Tina Myers for her annual Operations Report, 
provided to Council and the Authority.  It is understandable and easy to follow and 
contains good information.  This is a separate report from the one she has to file 
with the state. 
 
There were no Property or Street action items. 
 
President Herrington noted that the members will convene into Executive Session 
to review the status of personnel issues related to police.  The public and Manager 
then left the meeting at 7:41 p.m. 
 
After Council reconvened back into regular session, member Patrick Morgan made 
the motion that Council approve the return of officer Deshong to the county’s Drug 
Task Force as of June 1, 2015, with the intent to keep him there through August 
15, 2017.  This was seconded by Stephen Good.  A roll call was requested.  The 
vote was: 
 
 Stephen Good Yes  Terry Mohler Yes 
 Patrick Morgan Yes  Bill Clisham  Yes 
 Jim Bailey  Yes  Todd Burkhart Yes 

Don Herrington Yes 
 
The motion passed. 
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Member Terry Mohler then made the motion that the Civil Service Commission be 
authorized to being the process for the possible hiring of a new officer.  This was 
seconded by Todd Burkhart.  A roll call was requested.  The vote was: 
 
 Stephen Good Yes  Terry Mohler Yes 
 Patrick Morgan Yes  Bill Clisham  Yes 
 Jim Bailey  Yes  Todd Burkhart Yes 
 Don Herrington Yes 
 
The motion passed. 
 
There being no further business or public comment, the meeting was adjourned at 
8:35 p.m. 
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